ARTI CLF‘ A_’_“?BARED

NEW YORK T
25 APRIL 1
ey 5

Casey HoIds Some Hzgh Cards, but He AIso I

.‘.._...._.-__.__.——-p—"

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/23 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000100550018-3

IMES -
982

. " WASHINGTON — According to the Current in- |
“oumbent, William J. Casey, to be successful the!

\ Director of Central Intelligence must maintain
- good 'relations-with four groups:-his own staff,
- 'Congressional oversight committees, senior gov-
ernment: officials who receive intelligence data
and friendly foreign intelligence services. By that

measure,. Mr. Casey said recently, his own per- ;

(onnanoeshould be considered good.

+ His assessment will probably soon be put to the
_twt in the wake of last week’s surprise announce-
.ment by the White House that Adm. Bobby R.
»Inman, the Deputy Director of Central Intelli-

,gence, plans to quit later this year to go into pri-|.

'vate business. A number of senior government of-
ficials believe that. Admiral Inman’s expertise

STAT]

2nd eloquence have diverted attention from trou- | Eo

ble in the agency and kept his boss from looking
bad. *“I'l1 tell you oue thing,” said Senator Joseph

R. Biden Jr., Dermocrat of Delaware and a mem- |;
ber of the Senate Intelligence Comxmttee “The :

wrong guy is leaving.” -~ " sk
, Associates of Admiral Inman challemgmg the

official . explanation, said the resignation was

prompted by a series of clashes with the White ;

Houseand mounting frustration over the dxrecnon

.of the Administration’s policies. .. =~

. Thereis a general consensus in the intelhgence

‘community -that Admiral Inman, who watched

over electronic intelligence collection, has played:
a crucial role in the day-to-day management of
the agency and in dealings with the outside world.
Mr. Casey, who received his intelligence baptismi
nmnning American agents behind German lines in
"World War -11,- concentrated on rebuilding the
agency's: -clandestise operations division -and|
oversaw the pmparaﬁon of national mtelhgence
mtﬁ P ,.t,‘ll - 3
::- In severalmajor intelligence polncy debata m—
'clndmg the drafting of an executive order " govern-
‘ing the actiyities-of m&elhgence agencies, Mr.
",ln.man gdvocated  positions "that were -often
:sharply.at variance with the views of Mr. Casey
:and other senior national security officials. He

>

ifought,: for example, to maintain the controls on
x‘_domstlc intelligence gathering that had been im-
wedby Presidents Ford and Carter. . -7
Despite’ his reputation as a comparative dcve
Admirallnmanwas wneduponbytbewmte

N Admlral Bobby R, Inmnn

k‘- X -":' R
Bouse last monm 10 pmentthe Admmxstraﬂon s’l
caSe to the public about Soviet and Cuban interfar-”
| Fnce in Central America. When the House or Szn-
‘ate intelligence committees demanded informa:{ -
' | tion, it was usually Admiral Inman who briefed } -
the members in a precise, satisiying style. Mr;'
Casey, by contrast, infuriated the Congrsssmen |
‘with answers they considered imprecise and eva-|
sive. In a press conference Friday, Senator Rich-]
ard G. Lugar, Republican of Indiana and a2 mem-
ber of the intelligence panel, comp!amed that I;Ixi
Casey still doesn’t "know the ins and out of his}
agency’s operations, maintaining that “‘there are
complexities that would take more yea:s to under-1
stand than Casey willbealive.”” : .0 . (.

Mr. Casey’s relations with the eomrmttee were
further.poisoned by its investigation last year into

several. senators, including chairman Barry M.
Goldwater, Republican of Arizonha, that he resign:
The committee eventually concluded that Mr.
Casey was “not unfit” to serve as tbe agency’s di-!
recto-r B e L

Fears of Po!rticaza*bon e

> Mr! Inman’s departure will hkel magmfy
‘some of Mr. Casey’s problems. For one thmg,

Casey cannot shake his image as something of a
Wheeler-dealer, and critics such as Senator Biden;
‘fear that he. will plunge the: agency -Into swash-!
buckling overseas. opexjations that may Dot be
welnllyplamned. TP R O LS ___L

,cozvrﬂw{ﬂzj

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/23 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000100550018-3

his personal financial dealings and the demand ofy .. ..



